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the first time I met Unity Lewis he
asked "you may khow my grandmother,
Dr. Samella Lewis?!"
What a silly question I thought.

I, a Black woman art historian, writer,

- I critic, collector, and scholar, building
== | institutions and legac) for Black artists....

| : 12> &
artist, an activist, a historian, an author, a curator, a d“%’imw Dr. Samella Lewis!? v
professor, a gallerist, a collector and a beloved mentor

Dr. Llewis is widely known as the
a few 0; Dv. lewis’s texts Godmother of Black art, becoming the
e first Black woman to earn a doctorate in

THE ART OF art kiStol’j.

ELIZABETH
CATLETT

Samelin Lewis

Atter her transition, I realized just how
many people are actually misguided and
do hot know her contributions to
preserving Black art history.

WE, her children, grandchildren, and

Godchildren won't have it!

[ Aec wesS—/iIT wa)d a hecedirlty.
-Dv. Samella Llewis

@unityakayp is a visual artist, musician, educator, curator, Dr.

Samella Lewis's grandson, and my {riend. #te has been carrying

her legacy forward for several years through 'Black Artists On
Art (BAOA) exhibitions and programs H.rougl.out California.

cont'd on next page...
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a few of my favorites of Dr. Lewis’s artwork

XK First African—American woman to earn a master’s & doctorate in fine art
‘and art history (Ohio State University).

*?Staﬂ:ed a group called Concerned Citizens for Black Art

*iIh the 19605, Dr. Llewis made several short documentaries highlighting
the careers of African American artists such as John Outterbridge,
Bernie Case and Richmeond Barthe.

X Mentored by Elizabeth Catlett and Charles White
K co—Founded the journal Black Art: An International Quarterlyin 1975
K In 1976 founded the city’s Museum of African American Art

Art really helps to speak to the past, present and to a large
| extent helps to guide you into the future, 33

-Dvr. Samella Lewis

cont'd on next page...
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@ h‘éar’c of Sacramento Gallery inside Arden Mall (1st floor next to J. Crew)

Dr. Samella Lewis and Family, Curated by Unity Lewis
"This exhibit highlights the art of Dr. Samella Lews, alongside the
artwork of her son Claude Lewis and grandson Unity Lewis. The
works presented in this exhibit display the power of Dr. Lewis’
influence acting as an inspiration to push a legacy of creativity

é _. forward.” — exhibition statement

The Light Within Richmond Barthé, Curated by Unity Lewis

wl perfoermances, bites & beverages by:

!DJ Yodeci, Sita Kali Ma'at, Spidermonkey’s Dessert Studio, LemonMob,
and Complimentary wine & water provided by Arden Fair

|\
EA rtist Talk w/ Mn‘d:) Lewis
@ 4.:.00°M

joip Unity and me in conversation in the gallery talking
about his creative practice, his grandmother’s legacy,

and the future for BAOA .
Woyyr

first 200 quests will receive a print from artist and
activist, €lizabetl, Catlett!!)

cont'd on next page...
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The fteart of Sacramento gallery is also a reminder of the legacy
of Dv. Llewis. In 1984, she opened The Museum of African
American Art inside the May Department Store, A MALL in Los
Angeles' Crenshaw heighborhood, AR

‘6.,.6e‘mg located in the May Company is good 83
because reor[e cah Sl\or) and go to the

muSeum at the same time

Dr. Lewis told the Los Angeles Sentinel
|

- A very special & public IFHFANKS: goes to:
. 1). Arden Fair Mall — not only did Nathan
! v | Spradlin & his team extend the use of this retail space for a

hoh—commission gallery, but they were extremely supportive

throughout the install & programming of all exhibitions.

@ardenfair
’ N DY perCloud Media — the agency behind all of the
| "3,\‘3\ \\%\“ creative placemaking happening at Arden Fair Mall.

w ). Sarah Marie ftawkins — truly a force in this city, an artist,
l curator, photographer, and surviver, Sarah is extremely

) § intentional and takes NO SHI T Forever grateful to her for
WM including me in this project and for constantly advocating for
us.

see you Sunday!
xo, Faith J. McKinnie
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C  The City of Sacramento's Office of Arts + Culture (OAC) has

W launched SEEDING CREATIVITY

K 2$450,000 grant program targeting individual artists in Sacramento
County. 45 artists will receive a grant of $10K to sustain their practice

‘and further their creative work.

T created a list of
20 artists that I
would LOVE to see
do something with
$10k, but I've
redacted it to

ehSure ho uhdue

influence, )

\! ~ . .
§ Speakmg of the City of Sac: B),(

'...finally/ happy to see that we are getting a new

ih the City of Sacramehto,

because ....we deserve so much better! ZYKYK & if you don't
'you better ask somebody” ...seriously, ask anybody!”

NI R RN R R

the {-uture
looks /. (someone good) APPLY BY 7/13]22!
bl’ight V7 H:tp&' //wbcrmc.com/\‘ob —board

& cont'd on next page...
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odern Topogralohj"

DAY'S with Jodi
onnelly, Kim Garza of Atlas Lab Inc., and Dan Tran &
moderated by curator Genesis "the Mayor” Torres.

follow @coordinatesexhibition

...cont'd

returns from a two—year pandemic closure with
|Kinky Boots, the cast was fantastic(young & old Lola stole the
éSkow), and the costumes & choreography (the Angels!)) were
‘oh poihf.’
110/10 recommend.

'broadwaysacramento.com for tickets. closes June 19

‘ who iS on your list o NERIK artists in Sacramento? I

am putting together my own and it's no easy feat. I you
have the courage to post them on IG/stories tag me
or DM... T want to compare notes ',

See Yyou in the streets!

X0
. v

-@J{»aitkSarthotes | www.faithjmckinnie.com
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Second Saful'daj Notes
1. A

hdres Alvares
"37bit: A \/irfualograpl.j" @ WAL Public Market Gallerj

Widely khown for his uhderstahding of the photographic language of
documehhhg others, Alvare: moyes to his other medium
(paihfihg/drawihg), placing himself in the frame instead. Lookihg
back on Lis childhood to deconstruct a learned visual lahguage,
57bit: A \/ir{'ualograpl.j iS the outcome of that critical
ihferrogaf:ioh. Like his rl.ofograpkj, Alvarez constiructs these
paintings with, cohnections to culture, class, and fecl.ho[ogj
Suggesting alternative harratives, Unlike the Shared visual
lahguage and understahdihg of his photographs, T found myselt
Searching for clues in eacl, of the paintings that could help me
better understand their meaning.

Since there is no artist talk, I will plar a walk—ﬂ.rougl. with,
Alvare: before it closes opn June 29th. I am interested in kearihg
the Meanings behind some of the objects found in the paintings and
how the khowledge & tools may atfect his work (paihfihg AND
Pl,of:ogl’apkj) ih the {-uturc?!
"Self Portrait”

@andresideas acrylic on

J@walpublicmarkefgallel’j cah\iS]
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2. Je‘c{-mj Tover
"Personal Journey” @ Sparrow Gallery

I am a sucker for Abstraction, so I am here for Tover's
colors, foyms, and lines! A personal journey indeed,

That is the ﬂ,‘.ng about abstraction, it is mpossible NOT to
find yourself connected to the expressive moments of
movement & color as if H.ej were created jqu for YOU)
(14

You have to be emofiohallj present to understand
abstract art, its beauty is beyond definition, Tts Seduction
connects to your soul 99 _ Jeftrey Tover

@
@jettreytoverart
@sparrow_gallerj

"Rothko Was tHere”

mixed media op paper
29"x21"
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). Summer Ventis
"Alternative Greehngs” @ Axis Galler)

For the last two years, Ventis has been collaborating
with the public H,rougk her projects "Alternative
Greefihgs / Alternative Meefihgs” (5 volumes)) and
"tteavier Than Air” and this exhibition is a celebration
of the effort. Ventis has created an archive of the
moment finding multiple ways for us to connect, respond,
and be seen/heard and these zines are the guintessence
of her prihtmakihg *+ social art practice,

Thank you Summer for l.olding onto the weight of our

collective grie Zire

available at

closes ¢/26¢/22 the gallery
T

$45
@Summervehtis
@axngallerj

Heavier +hon Aiv
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4. memory.unshitt() o Asissaltery
featuring: This group exhibition places the viewer

alexa_ahh_bohomo

SR RES Fresne direcﬂj ih the middle of the exigent |
jesse_drew relatiohship between humans &
william_mead technology and forces us (the humans)

@axisgallery to ih{'errogafe it. closes ¢/2¢/22

5
5. Pippa Gal’hel"a

OO ~
"Immaculate MiSconcepfionS” @ Verge Center for the Arts |

H‘OheSﬂj, I am still processing this show!

It was fantastic and T will be viSifihg a few more times
before it closes il25/22.

Thanks, Verge Dir. @liv_moe for fakihg the time to talk

& answer mYy questions... I |Lave movrel/) @m“C'P‘r’Fa

@vergea rt

See You for 2nd Saturda) h Jul).
7

X0/
/

' @faithsarthotes | www.faithjmckinnie.com | faifhjmckihhie@gmail.c.om
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_ can you hame 5 queer/trans artists working in Sacramento?
& have you purchased work from at least one of them this year?

q
| / Black women Yyou could thank fOAaj!

. '; » artist ’)ol’{:l’ait of dir, of
1. €bony for her commitment and dedication to the

Sacramento Black and Queer/ Trans communities
2.Beth for creating the best mural in Sac via the

Norﬂ\gate commur\if:j mural _\

‘ is back OPEN)

| Sat 12-3% PM and Sun 12-% PM !
take a look, it'sin a BOOK! R T

| ® 2630 Northgate Blv.

My Second Saturday Recos

and then next door to

S ummel \/ehtis @vergeart for "Immaculate
"Alternative Greehth" Misconceptions” by Pippa Garner

@ Axis Gallery 5-8 PM\] 5$-8PM

"...There is more air around the image which creates the space to
experiehce/emohohalize the work, yet simultaneously creating a
' commitment of focus to capture its details.” by @genesis.portfolio

coht'd oh hext page...
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Mj Recos

. A hd eS A '_va Vez “ The works in this show were
"37bit: A \/ilftualogralohj” formulated after a ruminating idea

| : to deconstruct the visual languages
@ WAL Public Market Gallery tivstrarsed-we Tyt beghRg

makes the whole, what were my

beginnings?... ’,
V DY Samella Llewis and Famalj

curated by Unity Lewis
' @ Arden Fair Mall (next to J. Crew) 1-¢ PM

} Dr. Samella Lewis transitioned on 5/27/27 at the age of 99 and
| this exhibition features some of her extraordinary work alongside

the work of her son Claude and grandson Unity.

-On Juneteenth, I will be moderating an artist talk with Unity about
his grandmother’s work and how he intends to continue to care for her
legacy. @ Arden Fair Mall (hext to J. Crew) oJ15)22

P.S. visit to hear
@coordinatesexhibition artists discuss their installation work,

see you in the galleheS!
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@ftaithsartnotes | www.faithimeckinnie.com



